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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 00288 
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TAGS: NATO, PORG 

SUBJECT: SPRING SCHEDULE FOR NATO REGIONAL EXPERTS 
MEETINGS 

REFS: (A) USNATO 00142, (B) STATE 005827 

1 . AT THEIR JANUARY 10 MEETING SEVERAL POLADS GENERALLY 
FAVORED EARLIER TIME-FRAME FOR REGIONAL EXPERTS MEETINGS. 

IMS REP NOTED THAT MEETING ON SOVIET UNION/EE (APRIL 1 1- 

14) WAS SCHEDULED AT SAME TIME AS MILITARY COMMITTEE 
CONFERENCE (MC 161) ON ASSESSMENT OF SOVIET/EE MILITARY 
THREAT (APRIL 10-21), AND REQUESTED THAT THIS EXPERTS 
MEETING BE ADVANCED IN TIME IN ORDER THAT ITS REPORT COULD 
SERVE AS REFERENCE MATERIAL FOR MC 161. SOME POLADS 
SUPPORTED THIS SUGGESTION SINCE THIS ARRANGEMENT WOULD 
MEAN THAT SOVIET/EE REPORT, THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EXPERTS 
REPORT IN NATO TERMS, WOULD APPEAR ON NAC AGENDA WHEN IT 
WAS LESS LIKELY TO BE CROWDED AND COUNCIL COULD DEVOTE 
MORE TIME TO IT. UPSHOT OF DISCUSSION WAS SWITCH OF 
SOVIET/EE EXPERTS MEETING WITH THAT ON LATIN AMERICA. SO 
THAT SOVIET/EE MEETING WOULD TAKE PLACE ON MARCH 7-10, 

AND LATIN AMERICA MEETING ON APRIL 11-13 (SEE SCHEDULE, 

REF A). 

2. AT US URGING (REF B), INTERNATIONAL STAFF REP CALLED 
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ON ALL DELEGATIONS TO CONFIRM DATES FOR AFRICA AND MIDDLE 
EAST/MAGHREB MEETINGS, SO THAT OUTLINES FOR THESE FIRST 
TWO MEETINGS COULD BE CIRCULATED BY JANUARY 18. HE ALSO 
SAID REPORT FROM LAST MEETING IN SPRING CYCLE WOULD 
PROBABLY APPEAR ON NAC AGENDA NO LATER THAN MAY 3. 

3. ACTION REQUEST: APPROVAL OF REVISED SCHEDULE FOR 
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